
 
 

Dear friends and family, 

As we are already a quarter into the new year we wanted to give you a short update about what 
God has been doing at St Matthew’s in Port Hedland. 
 
Thank you for your faithful prayer support of the ministry here. 
 
First of all we need to let you know that God has indeed answered your prayers for a new church 
treasurer as well as sending some new people who have joined us in the last few months which is 
always exciting and encouraging. 
 
Some are quite mature in their faith and others are hungry to get to know God, so we look forward 
to seeing Him at work this year with the opportunities He graciously provides us with. Unfortunately 
over a quarter of the church has indicated that they are leaving this year. Some have the dates 
already set while others are still planning their move.  
 
One of the families that are 
leaving are Chris & Helen 
Towsey (pictured right) and 
Helen’s mother Dot. Helen has 
been diagnosed with a 
terminal illness (bulbar palsy). 
They are moving to Geraldton 
(1400km down the coast) to 
retire. Chris is the operations 
manager at the Seafarers 
Centre and has been doing a 
fantastic job. Helen also 
worked at the centre part-time 
and was the church treasurer. 
We are currently advertising 
for a new operations manager 
who has a heart for missions. We will miss them greatly as they have been faithful members of our 
congregation generously using their gifts and abilities. 
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A few things have changed this year in that Elke has finished up the Thursday morning ladies Bible 
study that has been going for many years and is looking at doing some other things with the ladies 
that will enable more people to be involved as work schedules allow.  

 
We have however started doing Bible study with 
a group of older church members on Thursday 
mornings. These two couples started coming to 
church last year and it is a great privilege for us 
be able meet with them each week and study 
the Bible together. We have another Bible study 
group at our place on a Tuesday night and 
another group lead by Graeme White on a 
Wednesday night. Both groups are growing and 
we are encouraged by those who come along. 

Philip is still going out to the rehab centre each 
week on a Thursday afternoon to do a Bible 
study. It is a real encouragement to spend time opening up the Bible and allowing it to speak into 
the lives of people who are seeking help to change their lives. Some come with experience of 
Christianity in their younger years. Others come along with no understanding of what Christians 
believe. Philip always receives a warm welcome and people always have an array of questions for him 
each week.  

We enjoyed the rain that cyclone Veronica dumped on us recently. The shops were cleaned out of 
most things as people prepared for the worst possible outcome. We weren’t able to have church on 
Sunday 24 March because we were on Red Alert as the cyclone passed by. 
 

The girls are both going well. Bella had her year 
12 school ball in February which she was very 
busy organising with other friends and teachers. 
She looked amazing all dressed up for the 
occasion (see left). She has also enjoyed taking 
on the role of Head Girl (School Captain) for the 
year and the different responsibilities that 
entails.  
 
Please pray for Bella and Lilly to grow in their 
faith and love for Christ, to be good witnesses 
for Him at school and to hold firm to what they 
profess to be true. They are a joy to us as 
parents. 

Elke’s Dad in Germany died recently after a 
battle with cancer. He had stopped treatment at 
the end of last year. He had just turned 80. Elke 
was having regular video chats with her family 
and continues to do so as they support each 
other. Gunter was a Christian so we hold on to 
the sure hope of seeing him again in glory. 

 

The new Bible Study group at St Matthew’s 



Here are a few prayer points: 

Thank God for: 

 Our new treasurer Carina (an answer to prayer from our last newsletter) 
 Our new Bible study group and growth in the other groups. 

 
Pray for: 

 A new Operation Manager for the Seafarers Centre  
 Helen as she copes with health issues and Chris as he looks after her  
 Philip as he goes to rehab each week and teaches the Bible. 

 
God bless, 

Philip, Elke, Annabella & Lilly 
 

 

 

Our ministry in Port Hedland is supported by Bush Church Aid 

Click here to make a donation. 

Reaching Australia for Christ since 1919 
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